
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness & Response 

National Biodefense Science Board 
Washington, DC 20201 

October 31, 2013 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20201 

Dear Secretary Sebelius: 

On April 3, 2013, the National Biodefense Science Board (NBSB) transmitted a report with 
recommendations to you and the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR), entitled, 
An Evaluation of Our Nation's Public Health and Healthcare Situational Awareness, offering 
guidance and recommendations on the measurable steps to take to enhance the nation's current public 
health and healthcare situational awareness capabilities.  The NBSB has continued its work on this 
topic and offers this report with recommendations on the measurable steps to be taken to enhance our 
Nation’s biosurveillance capabilities, in response to both the task from the ASPR and directives in the 
2013 Pandemic and All Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act (PAHPRA).1 

1   Pandemic and AN II Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act. 13 March 2013. See pg. 178 http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-
113hr307enr/pdf/BILLS-113hr307enr.pdf

The NBSB was asked by the ASPR to "... assess current biosurveillance activities, identify 
efficiencies, and make recommendations, in coordination with the applicable existing Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) advisory committees."  In addition, the 2013 
PAHPRA directives (HR 307 Title II Sec 204) specifically asks the NBSB to identify the steps 
necessary to achieve a national biosurveillance system for human health with international 
connectivity; identify any duplicate surveillance programs under the HHS, or changes necessary 
to existing programs to enhance and modernize activities, minimize duplication, strengthen and 
streamline activities, and achieve real-time data for both human and zoonotic disease activity; 
and, to coordinate with applicable existing CDC advisory committees. 

In coordination with CDC, the NBSB reconvened and augmented membership on the Situational 
Awareness (SA) Strategy and Implementation Plan (SIP) Working Group (WG) to obtain a range of 
stakeholder views.  To thoroughly, thoughtfully, and effectively respond to the task and directives, the 
WG felt it was necessary to develop a strategic approach addressing the main key issues identified 
through their research, deliberation, and correspondence with several federal entities involved in 
public health and healthcare situational awareness and human health biosurveillance activities across 
the US Government (USG). 

The NBSB held a public meeting via teleconference on October 31, 2013, to consider, deliberate, and 
vote on the recommendations presented by the SA SIP WG.  Following discussion by the members 
and the public, the NBSB voted on and approved the transmittal of the recommendations in the 
attached report to you and the ASPR for consideration, entitled, Recommendations for Action: 
Modernizing and 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr307enr/pdf/BILLS-113hr307enr.pdf


Enhancing Our Nation's Biosurveillance Capabilities Report from the National Biodefense Science 
Board. 

The NBSB offers the following overarching recommendations: 

• To help achieve a national biosurveillance system for human health with international
connectivity,  and ensure comprehensive, real-time, all-hazards biosurveillance capabilities, the
NBSB  re-emphasizes the need for the HHS Secretary to convene a HHS-led centralized public
health and  healthcare situational awareness oversight authority with invited federal partners to
act as the central focal point to assure the compatibility, consistency, continuity, coordination,
and integration  of all disparate systems, and information requirements, hereafter, referred to as
the Central Executive Strategic Group (CESG). A central task of the CESG is the development
of a strategy to coordinate the effective integration of activities across the federal agencies (and
partners) currently engaged in public health and healthcare situational awareness, including
human health biosurveillance.   The CESG's role is to coordinate and develop national-level
strategies for implementing an integrated nationwide biosurveillance system that provides
continuous and accessible situational awareness to decision-makers at all levels.

• As part of this effort, the NBSB also recommends the establishment of a Strategic Integration
Group (SIG) composed of management representatives, including lead biosurveillance subject
matter experts, from the relevant agencies.  The SIG is specifically tasked with assuring the
implementation of the CESG's strategy with the goal of integrating and coordinating
biosurveillance activities and analyses.

For further details on the above overarching recommendations, please refer to the attached report. The 
NBSB hopes that you find the NBSB's recommendations helpful, and encourages the Department to 
take the recommendations into thoughtful consideration as one of the first steps necessary to achieve a 
national biosurveillance system for human health with international connectivity. 

Sincerely, 

John S. Parker, MD, Major General (Retired) 
Chair, National Biodefe nse S cience Boa rd 

Enclosures 
Recommendations for Action: Modernizing and Enhancing Our Nation's Biosurveillance 
Capabilities Report from the National Biodefense Science Board 

cc:  Nicole Lurie, MD, MSPH, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 
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